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Jan. 19, 1994
Program Notes
Tropical Forest Use May Help Conservation
CImagine That! Belsky — airs Sunday, Jan. 29, 1994, at 9 p.m.)
In the tropics, sustainable development that preserves tropical forests means allowing 
local communities to live off of the forests without cutting them down, says UM sociologist Jill 
Belsky. Belsky describes how communities in Belize and Indonesia are trying to find protitable 
alternatives to cutting the forests on Imagine That!, airing Sunday, Jan. 29, at 9 p.m. on KUF.W 
KGPR Radio, immediately following the St. Louis Symphony.
“In order to conserve or preserve the forest, you have to use it, particularly in situations 
of high population and a lot of poverty,” Belsky says. She and her husband Stephen Siebert, a 
UM assistant professor in forestry, are examining the role of two tropical vines, rattan and tie-tie, 
in sustainable development efforts, such as their traditional use in basketry.
Belsky joined UM’s sociology department as an assistant protessor in 1992. She holds a 
doctorate in rural sociology and a master’s degree in extension education Irom Cornell Univer­
sity, and a bachelor’s degree in sociology and anthropology from Colgate University.
Imagine That! is produced as a joint venture between The University of Montana- 
Missoula and Montana State University-Bozeman. For more information, call Lilly Tuholske, 
University Communications research news editor, 243-2522.
